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Britons detained in connection
with missing Norwegian case

J.M.A. ./ The police have ar-
rested five Britons suspected
of being involved in the disap-
pearance of a Norwegian man,
resident in Marbella, missing
since the beginning of the
yvear. The missing man’s
home was found to contain
gloods stains belonglng Lo

im

The Britons were a.rrest.ed"
in Marbella, Calahonda and
Tenerife by officers from the

Marbella international crime
squad, who are lnvestlgatlng
the case.

Three of the Brtl‘.ons were

detained whilst driving a Mer-
cedes belonging to the miss-
ing man. They were also
found to be in possession of
some of the Norwegian’s per-
sonal effects. Several of the
‘arrested have police records
for drug offences.
Norwegian Torbjorn Heis
30 lived in the outskirts of
' Msrballn:, in Urbanizacion
Marbesa. He owned a disco-
theque on the Costa del Sol.
Although the house was
- found in‘ 'disnm the police
out rob-




Linda con el cantante Paul Young y el escritor de la cancion Barry Mason

Los fans de rock y las estrellas del espectaculo se unieron en ayuda del guitarrista de
Stockport Gary Owens (mi nombre fue escrito por seguridad como me fue enviado a la
carcel con un nombre diferente), encarcelado sin cargos en Espafia durante 19 Meses.
Mas de 500 personas asistieron al concierto Rock for Justice organizado por la
cantante Linda Lamon en Coco Savannah's.
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EXCLUSIVE By John Prince |

FORMER Manchester rock star Gary Owens was being quizzed in

Spain today about a death mystery in Marbella. :

. Three other Britons were also in cells in the millionaires’ playground on the

| Costa del Sol to face questions from a judge. ;

“ And in Stockport, Gary’s shocked dad said: “T can’t believe it — it’s the first I'd

heard of it.”

- Gary, a long-haired 29-year-old ex-Bramhall High School pupil, who was in the

band A to Z ten years ago, was arrested in Tenerife and flown to Marbella.
The band was on the books of Manchester’'s big entertainment agency, Kennedy

Street Enterprises. -

- | The organisation’s boss, Danny Be-

¢ |-tesh, sald’tgday- “T'm shocked to hear
~about Gary. They were 'z very promis-
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Murder quiz
man fled UK

By John Princ:

FORMER Manchaster
rock star Gary Owens,
who is being . quizzed
over a murder in Spain,
fled. Britain while fac-
ing deception charges.
Now he is in jail ir. Mar-
bella on the Costa dul Sol,

facing questions about the

disappearance of a Norwe-
gian disco owner.
Mr Owens, 29, a l‘ormer

Bramhall High School hoy

and later lead guitar and
vocalist with recording
band A to Z, was arrested

" in Tenerife and flown by

police escort to Marhella.

* He and four other Brit-
~ons are being questioned

by a Spamsh woman ]udge

about the disappearance
and suspected death of
Torbjorn Heia, 33.

Heia vanished from his
bloodstained luxury villa
in Marbella.

Mr Owens and an
American were last year
charged at Cumbria with
offences of obtaining
goods by deception.

Owens was bailed and
left the country for Spain.
- His wife and child are
believed to be in Wales.

His father, Mr Derek
Owens, said in Stockport

today: “I am baffled by the -

whole business.

“Whatever Gary’s trou-
bles with the police in the
past, he just isn’t the type
to be involved in a
murder
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Hits that could
be lifeline for

SONG writer Bagry Mason
has offered to present a
show to help a former
| Stockport rock star jailed
in Spain.

The composer says he will
present a concert of his hits,
including Tom Jones's Delilah and

Engelbert Humperdinck’s Last Barry,

Waltz. And all the proceeds would said: “I would be glad to put on a

go to help the, battle . by Gary show to help him if mmﬁ -

Owens, jailed without charge for wanted to organise it.” o CRaaaa

15 months in a death probe. ada and Malaga jails, suspected of

~ Barry is urging the Spanish implication in a murder without a said at her home in Davenport,

authorities to charge Owens, or body. -Stockport: “It's a kind gesture by
Spanish detectives believe that Mr Mason. So many former friends

free him. §
Owens, 30, who ran a chart-top- 2 Norwegian millionaire who lived seemed to have turned their backs

ping band, has been held in Gran- in a Marbella villa was murdered. on Gary.”

‘Wigan-born Barry
wrote hits like Love Me Tonight
and Les Bicyclettes de Belsize
pius songs for Barbra Streisand
and The Drifters, encouraged
Gary's career some years ago. 7

Owens ran A 11 Z, who went to
No 1 in the UK heavy metal charts
and toured with the supergroups.

who now lives in




MP'S QUIZ ON ROCK
STAR HELD IN SPAIN

O TH/ 2E

AN MP is asking the Foreign Office to investi-
gate the case of a Stockport man held for nine
months in a Spanish jail on a death probe.

Stockport MP Tony Favell visited the Davenport
home of the mother of ex-rock star Gary Owens.

.:\.'!ri after talking to her about her son he told her: “I
will make urgent inquiries into this to find out why he
hasn't even been charged.”
“hyllis Owens, Gary's worried mum, said: “No-one
treated like this. Gary knows nothing about the
i doesn’t even know officially why he is in jail.”
28, a former Bramhall High School student,
n with his brother David the chart-top-
and A Il Z

They were No.l in the UK heavy metal charts in the
BOs and toured with super bands such as Black Sabbath

B Gary Owens: In jail

and Iron Maiden the body o s N @iz

But when the band broke By John Prince jut [hj(%y [!Jtl;:lhori‘;v[‘:k:::s
up, Gary became involved killed in the course of a
in eriminal activities Malaga and then Granada. raid on his villa.

He went to Marbella in Recently he was switched Gary has denied any
Spain and was arrested suddenly to Malaga prison. involvement h
after the strange disap- Neither his mum nor girl Mr Favell said: “I will
pearance of a rich Norwe- f[riend Jayne McCready, ask the Foreign Office to
gian from his villa from Scunthorpe, who took tell me just what is happen-

Later Gary was arrested a flat near the prison, were ing to Gary and if and when
in Tenerife and since then told about the move he is to be charged with
bas been i prison, sl a Folice have failed to find some offence.”

By John Prince ! G MEH bl@
ROCK guitarist Gary Owens,,
locked in a “nightmare” Spanish
jail on a murder charge, says: “I
didn’t do it — I've been set up.”
And he has told his mother, Mrs
Phyllis Owens, of Davenport,
Stockport: “I could be stuck here
for ever.” . " ;

The brilliant Bramhall musician, -
whose band A II Z topped the heavy
metal charts in the 80s and toured
with superstar bands, was arrested
three months ago in Tenerife.

He was then flown to custody in the
millionaire playground of Marbella in
Spain. He and other Britons are accused
of killing a Norwegian disco owner at his

Juxury Marbella villa. 4
RBut no body has been found, despite rtun

extensive searches by police.

Dreaful

Spain
a former Bramhall high Norwegian may have qqaw h

|

Gary, 29, bt H "
schoolypupil. was first jailed in Marbella, -~ ‘*He had said he was
but is now in prison in Granada. . he had money troubles

girlfriend was pregnant.

His mum, a divorced catering worker, nant.”
flew to Spain to see him. ; But Mrs Owens says G
“It was a dreadful shock,” she said been responsible for |
“1 saw him behind a glass barrier. She says he gave the addres: he

today. BEMYS

i i ‘another ¢
He had black rings under his eyes, was Norwegian to another ) el
white as a ghost and thin. He can’t eat theyilla was bl-_lgl : quogthttﬁirrf n

the food and has been to hospital twice goods and policefc ) i

ith food poisoning. : i ‘his rented Marbe
wl't‘illl{ig Oli p or can't speak English and _'l?’here’% e |
Z to see him. He desperately glaII,I.'S';\!ﬂ.

doesn’t

needs proper legal help. ; were only

Sk Norwegian was a six-footer and. onsular

- - 'Gary is very small. I know he couldn’t .,_l-!'rsfO\fhrensl_.s
I from ‘nightmare’ Spanish jail kill anyone — it isn't his style. He would on for years.

. plea ; =

anrv OWENS ..

ol






BODY FOUND IN
ROGKER PROBE

By John Prince

POLICE in

holding a Stockport
musician
recovered the body
missing
nessman at the cen-
tre of their inquiry.

rock

of a

And in a bizarre
move, Gary Owens,
held for one-and-a-

Spain
have

busi-

J

half years in Spanish
jails, viewed a police
film of the body being
found.

FPhe wvictim, a wealthy
Norwegian who lived in a
luxury villa near million
aire Marbella, vanished
nearly lwo years ago.

Owens, 30, whose mum
Davenport,

lives in

Wednesday, Octdber -6. 1993

M Jailed rock star Gary Owens and his girliriend Jayne

Stockport, was an influ-
ential rock musician and
knew the dead man, He
arrested in connec
tion with what detectlives
say was murder

ul he has vigorous
denied involvement in
the death as he lan

guished in prisons in
Granada, and now in Ma

laga, without being char
ped, His girlfriend Jayne,
who adopted his sur
name, has been cam
paigning with Gary's
i for his release
IFollowing a Lip-oll,
police lound the Norwe
pian's body in a well at a
village near Marbella.
Jayne said today:

Target of
the Costa
hit-men

ROCKER Gary Owens is
haunted by fears that
Costa crooks are out to

silence him for ever.

He is terrified that hit-men will
kill him because he knows too
much about the case of a murdered
Norwegian club owner and other
crimes on Spain’s sunshine coast.

Gary, 32, of Stockport, a former
Bramhall high school pupil, was freed
last night after 30 months in Spanish
Jails.

Today he said: “You can't believe
what I have been through. The prisons
were hellish, Twice I was close to fin-
ishing myself. There were savages in
there. They had access to knives. But
now that I'm free I have these new dan-
gers to face.

“I'm afraid for Jayne and myself.
There are people who will kill me for
what I may know. I think I know how
the Norwegian was killed and why.”

Gary knew the dead man, Torbjorn
Heia, whom he believes was involved in
drug deals, because he had been
invited to recording sessions at his

i -
B A Kiss at last for Gary and Jayne

. But he belleves thelr ives ara In danger because of whal he knows

“T'hey have f(ound the
body, but the situation
with  Gary is still the

same, e remaing in pri-
son and we are struggling
to gel funds for a lawyer.

"It is ineredible that he
hasn'l even heen char-
ged,

“He told me they sh-
owed him the film of the
finding of the body, It
seems bizarre and | can't
understand it."

Owens, a former Bram-
hall High School boy,
with his brother ran the
hand A 11 Z who were
No.l in the UK's heavy
metal charts,

An ollieial ol the Bril-
ish Consulate in Malaga
sald: "So lar as we are
aware there has been no
further deyvelopment in
Mr Owens' case.”

L

By John Prince
in laen, Spain

luxury villa near Marbella. Heia's body
was found down a well, Gary admits he
obtained a credit card which belonged
to the victim. But he has always denied
involvement in the death.

A judge ordered his release because
there was no evidence of his implica-
tion in the murder.

Jayne went with court officials and
Manchester Evening News representa-
tives for her tearful reunion at the jail.

But she wept despairingly when offi-
cials told her the release papers
weren’t there. It was only after the
awful 12-hour wait in a stark court
building and long calls to her lawyer in
Marbella that the documents arrived.

Gary played with super-bands Def
Leppard, Titan, AC-DC, Black Sabbath
and Manchester’s 10cc and Sad Cafe.

His mum, Phyllis, of Davenport,
Stockport, said: “He may have been a
bit of a villain in the past. But he
wasn’t capable of violence. I knew he
wasn't involved in any murder.”
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Pt e r-"u'u"'ﬁ. last_night paid 1
g e

proml of my girl |

| Riek Raven and ihe Touch are
mmmmwtnmm holding concerts to collect cash.
“When Jayne went out o Spaln | Rik, In the Gulnness Book of
to work a8 A nanny, | DeVEr | fecords as The Fastesi Gultarist
l!ﬂﬂhl'mh? anldmwlllﬂhll- | I Alve World, sald: “1 went to the
Reaiiiste| T

A save

s .hhmdmhm

that someone

same school as Gary and he ls a
fellow guitarist.
“If s down o a matter of

money to try and win him his

freedom then we will do every:
thing we can.”

An officlal at the British
Consulate In sall: “We are
n touch with Mr bt there
are no In the case.
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EX-ROCK star Gary Owens has been
freed from a Spanish jail after a ter-
rifying 30-month ordeal.

Police arrested Gary, 32, of Stock-
port, in Tenerife in 1951 on suspi-
cion that he was invelved in the
death of a rich Norwegian club
owner on the Costa del Sol.

The brilliant musician, whose
band A II Z topped UK heavy metal
charts, and who played with many of
the super-groups, was released last
night from a prisen in Jaen north of

a Twm...mmmemwumm

Freed star’s 30 months of he

would seek him oul because of his | g

Granada. He has always denied
involvement in the death.

He had been held under a false
name after a judge ordered thai he
should be kept in secrecy and isola-
tion because it was feared his life
was in danger from Costa crooks.
Today, reunited with fiancee Jayne,
25, he told of his fears that hitmen

Picture: JOHN FEATHERSTONE

knowledge of the Norwegian’s death
and of other criminal activities on
the sunshine coast.

Jayne, who has taken Gary's sur-
name, campaigned throughoui kis
detention in various Spanish jails,
for his freedom. She said: “There
hasn’t been a lot of real help for us,
but the Manchester Evening News
has been marvellous in their support
and I thank you.”

W Full story — Page Five

. POSTBAG 10 - BMDs 20

MEGA 31 -

TV 25-27 - plus 4
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Freed Gary
plans to wed

By John -Prince in
Fuongirola, Spain
FORMER rock star Gary Owens,
released alter 30 months
wrongly locked in Spanish jails,
was today planning to marry his
sweethearl Jayne, the girl who

helped free him.

On his first day of freedom the
couple strolled in the Spanish resort
where they arc living in secrecy
hecause of threats to Gary's life,

Gary, 32, from Slockport, a former
chart-topping musician sald: "We are
going to gel married as soon as we can. I
love Jayne and T can'l tell you how mueh,
1 appreciate the help she has been to me
during these awlul months.

“1 couldn’t have gone on without her.”

Jayne,25, took Gary's surname as she
hattled to get him released from custody.

Struguie

She worked as a barmaid and g nanny
{o finance her struggle and Lo pay for her
regular trips to see him in prison.

Gary, a former RBramhall High School
pupil, ran the UK heavy meltal chart Llop-
" ping band A 11 7 and played with super
Def Leppard and Titan.

He was arrested in 1991 on sugpicion
of being invelved in the death of Norwe-
gian club owner Torbjorn Hein, who van-
ished from his villa near Marbella.

This week a judge finally ordered
Gary's relense hecausge Lhere was no evi-
dence he was implicated in {he murder.

But Gary and Jayne are living in fear.

a1 ecould be in danger hocause of my
knowledge of certain {hings down here
and of the murder,” Gary gnid today.

He added: "It was a Jong time to be in
{hose dreadful prisons, full of drug deal-
ers and killers, and I'm Lrying 151;-11?1:! lg

srms with the joy of being with Jayn ;
terin® Alking together and bein frec” B FREE AT LAST: Gary and
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toast to future happiness: Gary with fiancee Jayne and her parents

Rocker’s jail nightmare

ends with wedding bells

FORMER rock star Gary Owens
is to marry the girl who battled
tirelessly for more than two years
to get him freed from a Spanish
jail nightmare.

Gary, who ran the chart-topping A
II Z band, based in Stockport, is
planning a New Year wedding to
girlfriend Jayne.

Jayne, 27, took Gary’s surname
after settling in Spain where she
worked as a nanny and a barmaid
while she campaigned for his
freedom. He said: ‘I can never forget
the way Jayne stood by me. She never
gave up her efforts to get me out of
those dreadful prisons.”

Gary, a former Bramhall High
School pupil, led the band which went
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B Ordeal: From the Evening News

to No. 1 in the UK heavy metal charts
and which played alongside super
groups like Def Leppard and Titan
and toured with AC/DC and Black
Sabbath.

Spanish police arrested him in 1991
on suspicion of involvement in the
death of a Norwegian club owner.He
was held for 30 months until his
release through lack of evidence two
years ago. ;
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FOUR Scunthorpe
companies have
joined together to
provide a revolu-
tionary Internet
service for North
Lincolnshire and
users worldwide,
saying they expect

By
[ PAUL HART I

Merlin Internet, and
Phoenix Web
Publishing,  .all  of

Skiﬁpingdale.

The five shareholders
in the holding company
are Gary Owens, Simon

- SCUNTHORPE EVENING TELEGRAPH, Méliddy, My 27, 1996

people what is
described. as the most
advanced Internet
service available.

For businesses it is
offering training,
managed and unman-
aged corporate access to
the Internet, and an
Intranet system which
allows members of an

services through
Internet.

The
sees its
being able to offer a

the

Major deal

new company
strength in

sealed a £500,000 deal
with OCF Online for a
national grid network
specifically designed for
Internet.

The company
open a lotal of 39 Merlin
Virtual Reality
the first of them in Hull.

These will service the
needs of businesses in
the areas. The general
public can also access

lans to

Centres,

w group plans
et’ revolution

offering lacal Chairman of Merlin the Internet via these
companies the chance Internet is Gary Owens, centres.

romote themselves who said the new
and their products and company had just The & compauietias

already created five new
jobs and says it is ex-
pecting to create 100
more in the area. Both
people with IT expertise
;mcl udu‘;x wrh puh]is}'n-
ing) and sales peo

wi?l be taken on. .p N

The company is plan-
;';mg to open the first of
its
Centres on Mary Street
in Scunthorpe in early
June.

Merlin Business

to create 100 new part REIEEDHK&L?& individual company in czg{gleteﬂr:;.:\lti-r;&cd;a
jobs. Richard Fordham. different parts of the UK grovi : {':t;::e{
Phoenix Merlin  Thenew serviceisdue Of the world to commu- oo put  alse
(Holdings) has been set to go on-line in early Dicate privately through  girategic  marketing
up by tﬁe Lynx Group, June. a secure network. design work and adver-

the ~ Apple Agency, It will offer local The company is also tising services.
2 SCUNTHORPE EVENING TELEGRAPH, Wednesday, N-_.w-r_;._lu-r 29, EEPDA=", o ~ L et
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£250,000 venture

Mr Fordham (left) and Mr Owens.

e e

TWO Scunthorpe
area men are plan-
ning to invest
around £250,000 to
set up an Internet
company to serve
local businesses
and the public.

They are Labour
councillor Dick
Fordham and Gary
Owens, the ex-rock star
who was released after
being wrongfully im-
prisoned in grzain on a
murder charge.

Their plans include
getting up a CyberCafe
on Mary Street, where
members of the public
will be able to ge in to
surf the Internet and
enjoy refreshments.
People will pay on a
half-hourly basis to gain
access to the informa-
tion superhighway.

The two men are also
setting up the
Lincolnshire Internet
which local companies
and individuals will be
able to join.

They will be able to
gell their products and
gervices as well as ac-
cess information from

By

PAUL HART !

offices and homes by di-
alling in to the Internet
gservice provider which
will be based in
Scunthorpe.

The plang include
having local amenities
from plumbers to take-
aways advertised on the
Internet.

Mr Owens said that
after the setting up of
the Lincolnshire
Internet a series of
CyberCafes to provide
public access to the ser-
viee would be set up.

After the Scunthorpe
one there would be one
in Lincoln and then one
in Stockport, followed
by central Manchester
and London,

He said: “Over a pe-
riod of 12 months we are
expecting to ecreate
around 20 jobs in
Scunthorpe alone.”

He said they were also
going to sell and lease
computers ready for use
an the Internet.

Lincolnshire Internet
will be running from
January and as this goes

on line the CyberCaf
will open for business.

They will offer spe
cialised business train
ing courses in market
ing strategies fo
products and service
on the Internet and als
training awarenes
eourses for the publie.

Lincolnshire Interne
will be the first com
pany to take on th
American marketin
strategies of giving th
Internet a specificall
regional base alongsid
the national and interns
tional information.

The two men will be L
aising with Joh
Leggott College so pec
ple who have undergon
training there can use
on a commercial basis.

Other local busine:
people will also be
ting involved, includin
Daniel Smith who rur
ComputerPrint in Bri

Mr Owens will n
record company wo
will be publishe
Lincolnshire In
and will be offer
sale every record
ever released in t!
They will also se!
record releases,




